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The Constitution of Selangor and Federal Territory Hainan Association

The Constitution of
Selangor and Federal Territory 

Hainan Association

CLAUSE 1　NAME
1.1 The name of the Association shall be known as 
 P E R S AT U A N  H A I N A N  S E L A N G O R  D A N  W I L AYA H 

PERSEKUTUAN (SELANGOR AND FEDERAL TERRITORY 
HAINAN ASSOCIATION) 

 and hereinafter referred to as “The Association”. 

1.2 The Level of the Association: Selangor and Federal Territory of 
Kuala Lumpur.

CLAUSE 2　ADDRESS
2.1 The registered address of the Association shall be at 
 No. 65, PERSIARAN ENDAH, OFF JALAN SYED PUTRA, 50460 

KUALA LUMPUR
        or at such other place or places the General Council may decide 

from time to time. The postal address of the Association shall be at
 No. 65, PERSIARAN ENDAH, OFF JALAN SYED PUTRA, 50460 

KUALA LUMPUR.
2.2 The registered address and postal address of the Association 

shall not be changed without the prior approval of the Registrar of 
Societies.
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CLAUSE 3　OBJECTIVES 
3.1 To promote friendly relations among the members of the 

Association.

3.2 To promote economy, culture, religion, education and welfare 
among the members of the Association.

3.3 To manage all the affairs of the Thean Hou Temple located at    
No. 65, Persiaran Endah, Off Jalan Syed Putra, 50460 Kuala Lumpur.

3.4 To manage all the assets and affairs of the Association.

3.5 To promote social and national welfare activities.

CLAUSE 4 MEMBERSHIP
4.1 Qualification
 (a) A Malaysian Hainanese of the minimum age of sixteen (16)  

years and of good character, residing either in the state of 
Selangor Darul Ehsan or in the Federal Territory of Kuala 
Lumpur (based on the address stated in the identity card), 
and who is willing to observe and follow the Constitution 
of the Association, shall be eligible to apply for life 
membership. However, a member below the qualifying age 
of twenty-one (21) years shall not be eligible for nomination/
election as a General Council Member of the Association.

 (b) For a non-Hainanese woman intending to apply as a 
member of the Association, her husband must be a member 
of the Association. In the event of a non-Hainanese woman 
member who re-marries a man of non-Hainanese descent, 
her membership shall be revoked automatically.

 (c) A woman member who is of non-Hainanese descent shall 
not be eligible for nomination/election as a General Council 
Member of the Association.
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4.2     Procedure for Application of Membership
 (a) Application for membership shall be made on the prescribed 

Application Form. The application must be proposed by an 
existing member and seconded by another existing member. 
All applications are subject to consideration by the General 
Council. Approved application is subject to payment of the 
Entrance Fee.

 (b) The General Council reserves the right to reject an 
application, and it is not obliged to give any reason for the 
rejection.

4.3 Privileges of Members
 (a) All members shall be entitled to attend the Association’s 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM).

 (b) All members shall be entitled to make suggestions and 
proposals, to nominate and elect office-bearers and they are 
eligible for election as office bearers.

 (c) All members and their children shall have the privileges to 
apply for the Study Award and Study Loan offered by the 
Association.

 (d) All members shall have the rights to enjoy the benefits and 
privileges provided by the Association except as stipulated 
in Clause 4.3(e) below.

 (e) A member whose membership is less than three (3) months 
shall not have the entitlements and privileges as stipulated 
in Clauses 4.3(a), (b) and (c).

4.4 Obligations of Members
 (a) All members shall observe and follow the Constitution of 

the Association as well as resolutions passed in General 
Meetings.

 (b) All members shall ensure that their words and deeds do 
not damage the good image, reputation or goodwill of the 
Association and whose actions are not against the interests  
of the Association.
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4.5 Definition
 (a) A Hainanese means a person whose father or husband is a 

Hainanese (The latter applies to a woman of non-Hainanese 
descent).

 (b) Member means a member of Persatuan Hainan Selangor 
dan Wilayah Persekutuan (Selangor and Federal Territory 
Hainan Association).

CLAUSE 5 RESIGNATION
Fourteen (14) days written notice is required in respect of resignation of 
membership by a member.

CLAUSE 6 SOURCES OF INCOME
6.1 The income of the Association shall be derived from: 
 (a) Entrance Fee: RM50.00 (Ringgit: Fifty Only) for life membership;
 (b) Donations;
 (c) Rentals; and
 (d) Certain activities organized and/or carried out by the Association.

CLAUSE 7 GENERAL MEETINGS 
7.1 The Prime Authority and Power 
 Annual General Meetings and Extraordinary General Meetings 

are vested with the prime authority and power in governing the 
management of the Association.

7.2  Annual General Meeting
 (a) An Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held 

before or on the 30th day of June of each calendar year.
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 (b) Notice of the Annual General Meeting stating the date, time 
and venue together with the agenda, shall be jointly signed 
by the Secretary General and the President, together with 
a copy of audited annual accounts of the preceding year 
signed by the Treasurer, must be sent to all members not 
later than four (4) weeks prior to the date of the meeting. 
At the same time, the notice shall be advertised in at least 
two (2) local Chinese newspapers and one (1) English 
newspaper.

 (c) The business of the Annual General Meeting shall include 
the following :

  (i) To receive the General Council’s report on the 
operating activities of the Association during the 
preceding year.

  (ii) To receive the Treasurer’s report on the financial 
statement of the Association for the preceding year.

  (iii) To discuss proposals motioned by members.
  (iv) To elect members to the General Council (each 

election year).
  (v) To appoint an External Auditor (each election year).
  (vi) To elect a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker (each 

election year).
 (d) The quorum for the Annual General Meeting shall be at least 

one-half (½) of total members, or twice the number of the 
General Council members (whichever is the lesser). 

 (e)  In the absence of a quorum at the time fixed for the 
commencement of the meeting, the meeting shall be 
postponed to one (1) hour later, after that the members 
present shall proceed to business provided that such 
meeting shall not amend oralter the Constitution or make 
any decisions affecting the whole membership.
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7.3  Extraordinary General Meeting
 (a) An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association shall be 

convened whenever the General Council deems it desirable.
 (b) An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association shall 

be convened on the joint requisition in writing of not less 
than ninety (90) members, stating the objectives of calling 
the meeting and proposed resolution.

 (c) Upon receipt of the written requisition for holding an 
Extraordinary General Meeting, the Secretary General 
shall convene an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Association to be held within thirty (30) days from the date 
of receipt of the requisition and the Secretary General and 
the President shall jointly sign the notice together with the 
agenda to be sent out to all members, at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of the meeting and at the same time, 
such notice shall be advertised in two (2) local Chinese 
newspapers and one (1) local English newspaper.

 (d) The quorum for the Extraordinary General Meeting shall be 
the same as Clause 7.2(d). 

 (e)  If the Extraordinary General Meeting is requisitioned by 
members, in addition to the requirement under Clause 7.2(d), 
there shall be of two-thirds (¾3

2 ) of the requisitioners to 
attend the meeting.

 (f)  In the absence of a quorum at the time fixed for the 
commencement of the meeting, the meeting shall be 
postponed for half an hour. Should there be no quorum 
after the postponement, the meeting shall be treated as 
cancelled.

 (g)  In the case of an Extraordinary General Meeting which has 
been cancelled pursuant to the preceding paragraph, any 
requisition for another Extraordinary General Meeting for 
the same agenda shall only be made after a lapse of six (6) 
months from the date of the cancellation.
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7.4 The Speaker

 (a) The Annual General Meeting shall appoint a Speaker and a 
Deputy speaker nominated by the members.

 (b) The Speaker shall preside at the Annual General Meeting, 
Extraordinary General Meeting and General Council 
Meeting for successful candidates to be elected to positions 
in the General Council mentioned in Clause 8.1(c).

 (c) During the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker 
shall act on his behalf. If both the Speaker and the Deputy 
Speaker are absent, the members shall elect a temporary 
Speaker to preside at the meeting.

 (d) The Speaker and Deputy Speaker shall hold office for a 
term of three (3) years and can be reelected for a new term.

CLAUSE 8 COMMITTEES

8.1 General Council

 (a) The General Council shall be the supreme governing body 
of the Association after adjournment or conclusion of every 
general meeting of the Association.

 (b) The General Council shall consist of forty-five (45) 
members, of whom forty-two (42) shall be the same as 
elected at an Annual General Meeting to serve for a term of 
three (3) years, while the other three (3) shall be appointed 
by the President. Their term of service and power shall be 
same as the elected General Council members.
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 (c) The elected General Council members shall meet within two 
(2) weeks after the election to elect among themselves the 
following posts:

  (i) President;
  (ii) Deputy President;
  (iii) Vice Presidents (7 positions);
  (iv) Secretary General;
  (v) Assistant Secretary General;
  (vi) Treasurer;
  (vii) Assistant Treasurer;
  (viii) Education Officer;
  (ix) Assistant Education Officer;
  (x) Welfare Officer;
  (xi) Assistant Welfare Officer;
  (xii) Public Relations Officer;
  (xiii) Assistant Public Relations Officer;
  (xiv) Youth Section Head;
  (xv) Youth Section Assistant Head;
  (xvi) Women Section Head; and
  (xvii) Women Section Assistant Head.
  The office-bearers of the Association must be Malaysian 

citizens. The post shall be vacant automatically if the office 
bearer fails to attend three (3) General Council meetings 
consecutively unless written notice for taking leave is served.

 (d) The President, Secretary General, and Treasurer shall not 
hold the same offices for more than two (2) consecutive 
terms or six (6) consecutive years (whichever comes first).

 (e) The General Council may appoint members to fill up 
vacancies created by resignation or death of the office 
bearers concerned.

 (f) The General Council shall have power to appoint sub-
committees for the furtherance of the objects of the 
Association.
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 (g) The General Council shall have the power to appoint a 
Liaison Committee in selected locations in Selangor and 
Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur to help in promoting the 
affairs of the Association and to look after the welfare of the 
members in the said locations.

 (h) The General Council shall meet at least four (4) times in 
each calendar year.

 (i) All rules and activities of the Youth and Women Sections 
and other sub-committees require the approvals of the 
General Council. 

 (j) Paid-employee or any person receiving fixed allowance from the 
Association is not eligible to hold office in the General Council.

 (k) The General Council shall have power to appoint Honorary 
President(s).

 (l) The quorum for the General Council Meeting shall be at 
least one half (½) of their members.

8.2  Executive Committee
 (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of the following 

office-bearers, the President, Deputy President, Vice 
Presidents (7 positions), Secretary General and Assistant 
Secretary General, Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer, 
Education Officer, Welfare Officer, Public Relations Officer, 
Youth Section Head, Women Section Head, as well as 
heads of all permanent sub-committees appointed in 
accordance with Clause 8.1(f).

 (b) The Executive Committee shall manage the daily affairs 
of the Association or discharge all duties delegated by the 
General Council.

 (c) An Executive Committee Member shall not hold more than 
one position in the Executive Committee, at any one time.

 (d) The quorum for the Executive Committee Meeting shall be 
at least one-half (½) of their members.
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8.3 Disciplinary Committee
 (a) The Disciplinary Committee shall consist of seven (7) 

non-General Council members appointed by the General 
Council. The Disciplinary Committee members shall not 
be the Legal Advisors appointed by the General Council 
Member at the same time.

 (b) Upon receipt of an Investigation Order by the Executive 
Committee, the Disciplinary Committee shall convene a 
meeting or meetings for the purpose of conducting an 
inquiry on the complaint. Within sixty (60) days from the 
date of receipt of the Order, the outcome of the inquiry 
together with a proposal in writing shall be submitted by the 
Disciplinary Committee to the Executive Committee for a 
verdict.

 (c) Upon conclusion of the inquiry, the Disciplinary Committee 
shall propose to the General Council to take action against 
any offending members, including issuing of written 
warnings, to suspend and / or to expel such offending 
members from the Association based on any of the following 
grounds:

  (i) Damaging the good image, reputation or goodwill of 
the Association and/or acting against the interest of the 
Association.

  (ii) Violation of any of the Constitution of the Association.
  (iii) Violation of any of the resolutions made in General 

Meetings. 
 (d) Members having complaints brought against them, 

and who are not satisfied with the findings submitted 
by the Disciplinary Committee or disciplinary decisions 
subsequently taken by the Executive Committee against 
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them, may write to the General Council within thirty (30) 
days, to appeal against the said proposals or disciplinary 
decisions, thereof. Failure to do so by the members 
concerned shall be deemed to have waived their rights to 
appeal against the decisions. 

 (e) Upon receipt of a written appeal from the member 
concerned, the General Council shall arrange for a meeting 
to hear the said member’s appeal.

 (f) Thereafter, upon meeting and hearing the member’s case 
and appeal, the consideration and decision of the General 
Council shall be final and binding.

 (g) The quorum for a Disciplinary Committee Meeting shall have 
a minimum four (4) members of the Disciplinary Committee.

8.4  Election Committee
 (a) The General Council shall appoint five (5) members to form 

the Election Committee to attend to all affairs related to 
election. The Election Committee members shall not be the 
candidates in the Election.

 (b) During the election year, the Secretary General must send 
notice of election together with the notice of Annual General 
Meeting to all members at least four (4) weeks prior to the 
date of the Annual General Meeting. Nomination forms are 
available at the Association’s registered address.

  Each nomination must be proposed by one member and 
seconded by another member. The candidate must sign the 
nomination form to signify his or her consent for being nominated.

 (c) Duly completed Nomination Forms must be returned to the 
Association not later than fourteen (14) days before the date 
of the Annual General Meeting.
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 (d) Date(s) and duration of election shall be decided by the 
General Council.

 (e) Voting shall be in person, and members must produce their 
identity cards to obtain ballot papers for voting on the spot.

 (f) The first forty-two (42) candidates, who obtained the highest 
number of votes, shall become General Council Members 
for a term of three (3) years.

 (g) The Election Committee has the authority to disqualify 
election candidates based on the ground of violation of any 
of the election rules and guidelines, and the decision of the 
Election Committee shall be final.

8.5 Lack of Quorum
 Except for the Extraordinary General Meeting, in the conduct of 

any other meetings, and in the absence of a quorum at the time 
fixed for the commencement of the meeting, the meeting shall be 
postponed to one (1) hour later, then the members present shall 
proceed to business provided that if such a meeting is proceeded 
without a quorum, it shall not amend or alter any rules or make 
decisions affecting the whole membership.

CLAUSE 9 DUTIES OF OFFICE BEARERS
9.1 President
 (a) To be responsible for the management of all the affairs of 

the Association.
 (b) To convene and chair all meetings except Annual General 

Meetings, Extraordinary General Meetings and the General 
Council Meetings for election of office-bearers.

 (c) To represent the Association on external affairs.
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9.2 Deputy President
 The Deputy President shall act on the behalf of the President in 

his or her absence.

9.3 Vice President
 In the absence of the President and Deputy President, the Vice 

President with the highest number of votes obtained, shall act on 
his or her behalf.

9.4 Secretary General
 (a) To manage all daily affairs of the Association.

 (b) To execute resolutions passed by the General Meetings and 
General Council Meetings.

 (c) To sign correspondence and keep custody of all documents, 
seal and etc.

 (d) To keep custody of the Register of Members.

 (e) To make annual returns to the Registrar of Societies.

 (f) To verify all payment vouchers and bills.

9.5 Assistant Secretary General
 In the absence of the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary 

General shall act on his or her behalf.

9.6 Treasurer
 (a) To take charge of all receipts and payments of the 

Association.
 (b) To keep proper books of accounts.
 (c) To sign cheques of the Association.
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9.7 Assistant Treasurer
 In the absence of the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer shall act 

on his or her behalf.

9.8 Education Officer
 (a) To attend all educational and cultural matters on behalf of 

the Association.
 (b) To attend all external cultural meetings, related to 

Association matters.

9.9 Assistant Education Officer
 In the absence of the Education Officer, the Assistant Education 

Officer shall act on his or her behalf.

9.10 Welfare Officer
 (a) To attend to all welfare matters on behalf of the Association.
 (b) To attend to all welfare meetings, related to the Association 

matters.

9.11 Assistant Welfare Officer
 In the absence of the Welfare Officer, the Assistant Welfare 

Officer shall act on his or her behalf.

9.12 Public Relations Officer
 (a) To attend to all public relation matters of the Association.
 (b) To attend to all external public relation affairs relating to the 

Association. 
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9.13   Assistant Public Relations Officer
 In the absence of the Public Relations Officer, the Assistant 

Public Relations Officer shall act on his or her behalf.

9.14 Youth Section Head
 (a) To attend to all activities of the Youth Section.

 (b) To attend all meetings of youth community related to 
Association matters.

9.15   Youth Section Assistant Head
 In the absence of the Youth Section Head, the Youth Section 

Assistant Head shall act on his or her behalf.

9.16   Women Section Head
 (a) To attend to all activities of the Women’s Section.

 (b) To attend all meetings of woman community related to 
Association matters.

9.17 Women Section Assistant Head
 In the absence of the Women Section Head, the Women Section 

Assistant Head shall act on her behalf.

9.18 Other General Council Members
 Other General Council Members shall assist the other office-

bearers in carrying out their duties whenever directed by the 
General Council.
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CLAUSE 10　FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
10.1 Financial Matters 
 (a) All monies, whether in cash, cheques or other promissory 

notes, received by the Association shall be deposited in a 
bank account approved by the General Council in the name 
of the Association. 

 (b) All payments and receipts of the Association shall be signed 
by the Treasurer. 

 (c) The Treasurer shall prepare and submit the final accounts 
for the preceding year together with all bills, receipts and 
other documents to the External Auditor for auditing, and 
the audited accounts shall be approved by the General 
Council before being tabled at the Annual General Meeting 
for discussion and adoption.

 (d) All cheques and other banking documents shall be signed 
by the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer as a joint signatory 
with two (2) other signatories, each from Group (i) and 
Group (ii) respectively as stated below: 

  Group (i) : President or Deputy President

  Group (ii) : Secretary General or Assistant Secretary General

 (e) The financial year shall start on the 1st day of January and 
end on the 31st day of December of each calendar year. 

 (f) The Treasurer shall keep cash in hand of not more than 
RM3,000 (Ringgit: Three Thousand Only).

10.2 Expenditures
 (a) The President shall have the authority to authorize 

expenditure up to RM10,000.00 at any one time.
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 (b) The Secretary General shall have the authority to authorize 
expenditure up to RM5,000.00 at any one time. 

 (c) The Executive Committee shall have the power to approve 
expenditure up to RM20,000.00 at any one time.

 (d) The General Council shall have the power to approve 
expenditure up to RM250,000.00 at any one time.

 (e) For any amount of expenditure exceeding RM250,000.00, 
approval is needed from an Annual General Meeting or 
Extraordinary General Meeting. 

CLAUSE 11　AUDITOR
11.1 An approved External Auditor shall be appointed at the Annual 

General Meeting to audit the accounts of the Association.
11.2 The External Auditor shall hold office for a term of three (3) years 

and can be re-appointed for a new term.
11.3 The External Auditor shall report and make recommendation to 

the Annual General Meeting pertaining to the audited accounts 
for the preceding year.

CLAUSE 12　PROPERTIES
12.1 The properties of the Association shall be registered under the 

name of the Association in accordance with Section 9 (b) of the 
Societies Act 1966. The current President, the Secretary General 
and the Treasurer shall be the authorized signatories.

12.2 No Sale, Charge and Conversion of the Association’s properties 
shall be made unless resolved by Annual General Meeting or 
Extraordinary General Meeting, with three-quarters (¾) majority 
from the members present in the meeting.
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CLAUSE 13　INTERPRETATION
13.1 Between annual general meetings, the General Council shall 

interpret the Constitution of the Association and, when necessary, 
determine any point on which the Constitution is silent.

13.2 Where there are contrary to, or inconsistent with, the Constitution 
previously adopted at the Annual General Meeting, the decisions 
of the General Council shall be final until new resolutions are 
adopted at the next General Meeting.

13.3 During the course of a General Meeting, the Speaker shall 
interpret the Constitution of the Association and, when necessary, 
determine any point on which the Constitution is silent.

13.4 The English version shall always prevail in case of any 
discrepancy between the English version and the Chinese 
version of the Constitution.

CLAUSE 14　ADVISOR
The General Council shall have power to appoint Honorary Advisor(s).

CLAUSE 15　PROHIBITIONS
15.1 The members of the Association shall not gamble or commit any 

unlawful acts at the premises of Association.
15.2 No university or college student shall be admitted as member 

of the Association without the prior written approval of the Vice 
Chancellor of the university or the Principal of college concerned.

15.3 Members of the General Council including members of Youth 
Section, Women Section and sub-committees under Clause 
8.1(f) are prohibited from making any tender for any project of the 
Association regardless of its scale; should their next of kin (family 
members such as children and/or spouse) intend to tender the 
said project, they shall make a prior declaration of interests and 
refrain from any such decision making. 



39

The Constitution of Selangor and Federal Territory Hainan Association

CLAUSE 16　AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

16.1 The rules of the Association may not be altered or amended 
except by resolution of a General Meeting.

16.2 Fourteen (14) days’ notice of the proposed amendments or 
alteration shall have been given to the members before the date 
of the meeting.

16.3 Amended Constitution of the Association shall be lodged with 
the Registrar of Societies within sixty days from the date of the 
amendment.

16.4 Amendments shall take effect from the date of the approval by 
the Registrar of Societies.

CLAUSE 17　DISSOLUTION

17.1 The Association may be voluntarily dissolved if not less than 
three–fifths (¾5 ) of the total members of the Association present 
at a General Meeting and a resolution of more than three 
quarters (¾) of the total number of the attending members is 
passed at such meeting for dissolving the Association. 

17.2 In the event of the Association being dissolved as provided in 
Clause 17.1 above, all debts and liabilities legally incurred on its 
behalf shall be fully discharged, and the remaining funds shall 
be disposed off in such manner as may be decided upon by a 
general meeting.

17.3 The resolution of dissolution shall be lodged with the Registrar of 
Societies within fourteen (14) days of passing the resolution.
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CLAUSE 18　LOGO
18.1 The logo for the Selangor and Federal Territory Hainan 

Association is made up of a Prussian blue circle, which encloses 
a snow-white mountain formation consisting of five peaks cutting 
across a Wathet blue background and a Prussian blue mountain 
formation in triangular shape. Also found in the logo is the name 
of the Association in Mandarin and Bahasa Malaysia.

18.2   Decipherment of Logo
 (a) The outlining circle symbolizes the close unity among 

Malaysian Chinese of Hainanese descent.
 (b) The five-peak formation represents Wuzhishan, a landmark 

that symbolizes Hainan Island and home to the ancestral 
origin of overseas Hainanese people. The five peaks stand 
for the five major benchmarks of the Association as follows:

  (i) Bringing healthy cultures into greater scope of 
development.

  (ii) Creating wellness for the generation to come.
  (iii) Upholding spirit of perseverance and self-reliance.
  (iv) Upgrading the total quality of the Association’s service 

in all aspects.
  (v) Striving to be a credible, reputable, well-managed and 

systematic organization.
 (c) The soft, light Wathet Blue colour symbolizes peace and 

harmony.
 (d) The hard, dark Prussian Blue colour symbolizes the driving 

force for dynamic growth and constant perfection.


